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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY

Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs

Terms of Reference

Northern Territory
Statehood Steering Committee

17 August 2004
(as amended 24 March 2005)

(further amended 30 November 2006)
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THAT, WHEREAS on 18 June 2003, the Chief Minister of the Northern Territory, referred to

the Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs (the Standing Committee) the

Northern Territory Government's recommitment to the achievement of Statehood for the

Northern Territory and that the Standing Committee in its deliberations would take into

account and be guided by the following:

(a) The process would be community based, not imposed upon the community.

(b) The Standing Committee would facilitate and provide resources to this

community based process.
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include:

(i) the drafting of a new constitution;

(ii) the holding of an elected Constitutional Convention; and

(iii) the holding of a referendum.

(d) A central principle for the Northern Territory to achieve Statehood is the

respect for and proper recognition of the Indigenous people of the Territory

and that the Indigenous people are to be involved in all stages of the process;

AND, WHEREAS

(a) On 28 August 1985, Northern Territory Legislative Assembly established a bi-

partisan parliamentary Committee on Constitutional Development to report and make

recommendations on a Constitution for the new State and the principles upon which

it should be drawn; the method to be adopted to have a draft new state Constitution

approved by or on behalf of the people of the Northern Territory; and the issues,

conditions and procedures pertinent to the entry of the Northern Territory into the

Federation as a new State.  That Committee tabled its final report including a draft

constitution in the Legislative Assembly on 26 November 1996;

(b) During the period 26 March to 9 April 1998 a Constitutional Convention (called the

Statehood Convention) was convened and subsequently recommended the form of a

'Statehood Constitution' to the Legislative Assembly and urged Statehood for the

Northern Territory 'as soon as possible';

(c) On 3 October 1998, the Northern Territory community rejected Statehood in a

Territory wide indicative referendum thus halting the Northern Territory's push in

becoming Australia's Seventh State by 2001;

(d) In the wake of Referendum's 'No' vote, the Legislative Assembly, on 7 October 1998,

resolved that the Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs (the

Standing Committee) conduct an inquiry into and report on reasons for the failure of

the Northern Territory Referendum and to ascertain support for the Northern Territory

gaining Statehood by 2001. The Committee was also required to recommend to the

Assembly appropriate means whereby community support for Statehood could be

achieved;

(e) On 30 April 1999, The Standing Committee tabled its Report into Appropriate

Measures to Facilitate Statehood in the Legislative Assembly recommending, among

other things:

That there be a public education program to inform Territorians about what Statehood

means and about the process of constitutional development, presented in a



74

ii

dispassionate, balanced and informative manner.  It is essential that the education
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validated by independent sources.   It is recommended that the Standing Committee

on Legal and Constitutional Affairs be directly involved in the broad development of

the education program and the engagement of an independent consultant to devise

and implement the program.  Specific strategies should be developed for effective

consultations and education in Aboriginal communities.   This should commence as

soon as possible to take advantage of the enhanced awareness of the issue, which

currently exists in the community (Recommendation 3);

(f) On 25 October 2001, the Legislative Assembly resolved to enhance the Standing

Committee's primary terms of reference to inquire into and report on such

constitutional and legal matters that are referred to it by the Legislative Assembly or

the Attorney General, by providing additional terms of reference to the Committee the

power upon its own motion to address matters concerning:

(i) Legal or constitutional issues, including law reform, parliamentary reform,

administrative law, legislative review and inter-governmental relations.

(ii) The Northern Territory's ongoing constitutional development that may also be

tied to a future grant of Statehood.

(iii) Other specific inter-governmental relationships that the Attorney-General may

wish the Committee to address or investigate;

AND WHEREAS on 13 February 2004 the Standing Committee resolved, pursuant to its

additional terms of reference of 25 October 2001 to address matters concerning the

Northern Territory's ongoing constitutional development that may also be tied to a future

grant of Statehood, that terms of reference be prepared relating to the establishment of an

advisory committee to the Standing Committee on Northern Territory Statehood and

constitutional development, with a membership comprising the Standing Committee and

representatives from major stakeholders and others within the Northern Territory, to advise

and assist the Standing Committee in its deliberations in respect of this matter;

AND THAT on 17 August 2004, the Legislative Assembly;

(a) endorsed following the Terms of Reference of the Northern Territory Statehood

Steering Committee, tabled on 25 June 2004; and

(b) authorised the Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs to appoint the

membership of the Northern Territory Statehood Steering Committee in accordance

with the terms of reference tabled on that day;

subject to -

RFC <NC?ICP R?@JGLE GL RFC 0QQCK@JV DMP GRQ ?BMNRGML W

(i) the membership of the Northern Territory Statehood Steering Committee; and
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payment of meeting/sitting fees and travel allowances paid to Northern

Territory Statehood Steering Committee members, pursuant to paragraphs 48

to 50 of the terms of reference above; and

(c) notwithstanding paragraph 4 of the Terms of Reference, may by resolution dissolve

the Northern Territory Statehood Steering Committee.
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1. In these terms of reference, unless the contrary intention appears:

Alternate member means a person who is nominated, under clauses 30, 31 and 32,

by a member of the Statehood Steering Committee to attend and participate in a

meeting of the Statehood Steering Committee or its committees, in his or her stead

for the period of that meeting;

Chair means the person who has been:

(a) deemed to be Chair of the Steering Committee Executive Group under

clause 22 to act as Chair of the Steering Committee Executive Group;

or

(b) appointed as a Chair of a Select Working Committee under clause 52

to act as Chair of a Select Working Committee; or

(c) appointed as a Chair of a committee or subcommittee established

under these terms of reference to act as Chair of a committee or

subcommittee;

Chairman means the person who has been elected as Chairman of the Standing

Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs, pursuant to the Standing and

Sessional Orders to act as Chairman of the Northern Territory Statehood Steering

Committee under clause 6 (a).

Co-Chair means the person who has been appointed as Co-Chair of the Statehood

Steering Committee by the Standing Committee under clause 6 (b) to act as Co-

Chair of the Northern Territory Statehood Steering Committee;

Committee or subcommittee means a committee or subcommittee of the Northern

Territory Statehood Steering Committee, including the Steering Committee Executive

Group established under clause 20 and a Select Working Committee established by

the Statehood Steering Committee under clause 51;

Committee member means a member of a committee or subcommittee of the

Statehood Steering Committee or the Steering Committee Executive Group or a

Select Working Committee established by the Statehood Steering Committee;

Constitutional/Legal Adviser means the person who has been nominated, from

time to time, by the Solicitor General of the Northern Territory as Constitutional/Legal

adviser under clause 11 to act as Constitutional/Legal adviser to the Statehood

Steering Committee;

Executive Group means the Steering Committee Executive Group established

under clause 21.

Executive Officer or Executive Officer of the Statehood Steering Committee

means the person who is the Executive Officer of the Statehood Steering Committee,

appointed by the Standing Committee, to act as the Executive Officer of the
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Statehood Steering Committee under clause 11 and the Executive Group established

under clause 21;

Executive Officer of the Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional

Affairs means the person who is the Executive Officer of the Standing Committee on

Legal and Constitutional Affairs;

Legislative Assembly means the Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory;

Member of the Legislative Assembly means a member of the Legislative Assembly

of the Northern Territory;

Northern Territory Statehood Steering Committee or Statehood Steering

Committee means the body established under clause 2;

Office of the Chairman means the body established under clause 8;

Select Working Committee means a committee established by the Statehood

Steering Committee under clause 51;

Senior chair means the Chairman for the purpose of these terms of reference to act

as the senior chair over the Co-Chair in the conduct of the business and proceedings

of the Statehood Steering Committee.

Speaker means the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory;

Standing Committee means the Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional

Affairs established under the Standing Orders;

Standing Orders or Sessional Orders mean the Standing Orders and Sessional

Orders of the Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory;

Statehood Steering Committee member means the person holding the office of the

Chairman or the Co Chair or a person who has been appointed to be a member of

the Northern Territory Statehood Steering Committee under clause 6;

Statehood Steering Committee Program means the program prepared by the

Statehood Steering Committee under clause 26; and

Steering Committee Executive Group or Executive Group means the Steering

Committee Executive Group established under clause 20.
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2. Pursuant to the resolution of the Standing Committee of 25 June 2004, an advisory

committee to the Standing Committee called the Northern Territory Statehood

Steering Committee (the Statehood Steering Committee) is hereby established.
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3. The purpose of the Northern Territory Statehood Steering Committee is to provide

advice and assistance to the Standing Committee on matters concerning the

Northern Territory's ongoing constitutional development that may also be tied to a

future grant of Statehood and in particular:

(a) provide advice to the Standing Committee in reviewing the process of

constitution-making in the Northern Territory to date, for the purpose of

developing recommendations on a Constitution for the new State and the

principles upon which it should be drawn and the method to be adopted to

have a draft new state Constitution approved by or on behalf of the people of

the Northern Territory;
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(b) in reviewing the process of constitution-making in the Northern Territory to

date, the Statehood Steering Committee may, as it considers appropriate,

have regard to:

(i) the form and content of the draft constitution in the Report that was

prepared by the former parliamentary Committee on Constitutional

Development and was tabled in the Legislative Assembly on 27

November 1996 and the draft constitution that was the outcome of the

Constitutional Convention held during the period 26 March to 9 April

1998 that was tabled in the Legislative Assembly on 13 August 1998;

(ii) such reports and papers that have been tabled in the Legislative

Assembly (including those from the former parliamentary Committee

on Constitutional Development) from time to time relating to the matter

of Northern Territory Statehood, and the debates in the Assembly on

those reports and papers; and

(iii) any other reports, submissions, papers and documents relating to the

matter of Northern Territory Statehood and constitutional

development, whether or not they have been tabled in the Legislative

Assembly;

(c) provide advice to the Standing Committee in identifying and developing

strategies and programs in educating the Northern Territory community on

Statehood and constitutional development; and

(d) provide assistance to the Standing Committee in undertaking a role in

promoting the awareness of Statehood and constitutional development to the

Northern Territory community.
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4. The Statehood Steering Committee shall come into existence on the day that these

terms of reference are endorsed by resolution of the Standing Committee and shall

continue to exist until:

(a) the Administrator prorogues the Legislative Assembly, pursuant to section 22

(1) of the Northern Territory (Self-Government) Act 1978; or

(b) the Standing Committee and the Statehood Steering Committee have

mutually agreed to dissolve the Statehood Steering Committee, which will

take effect upon the date fixed by resolution of the Standing Committee.

5. If the Statehood Steering Committee ceases to exist under clause 4 (a) and upon the

Administrator giving notice of the holding of a session of the Legislative Assembly,

pursuant to section 22 (2) of the Northern Territory (Self-Government) Act 1978 and

subject to the Standing Orders and Sessional Orders of the Legislative Assembly, the

Standing Committee may resolve to re-establish the Statehood Steering Committee

on such terms and conditions as it thinks fit.

5(A) CONTINUANCE OF ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTION

Despite clauses 4 and 5, Members of the Statehood Steering Committee who are not

members of the Legislative Assembly continue in office until the Assembly first meets

following prorogation of the Assembly.

The Members who continue in office under subclause (1) may carry out the

administrative functions of the Statehood Steering Committee and any other activities

of the Statehood Steering Committee previously authorised by the Legal and
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Constitutional Affairs Committee but must not carry out any other functions or

activities.
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6. The Statehood Steering Committee shall comprise the following membership:

(a) the Member of the Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory, appointed

for the time being to the Standing Committee and who has been elected as

Chairman of the Standing Committee, pursuant to the Standing and Sessional

Orders, to hold the office of Chairman;

(b) a person residing in the Northern Territory who, in the Standing Committee's

opinion, has a strong commitment in the matters concerning the Northern

Territory's ongoing constitutional development that is tied to a future grant of

Statehood, being a person not being a member of the Statehood Steering

Committee under clauses 6 (a), (c), (d) or (f) and appointed by the Standing

Committee to hold the office of Co-Chair;

(c) 2 Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory appointed for

the time being to the Standing Committee and chosen from time to time by

the Standing Committee;

(d) such other persons, the number to be determined by the Standing

Committee, residing in the Northern Territory who have a strong commitment

in the matters concerning the Northern Territory's ongoing constitutional

development that is tied to a future grant of Statehood, being a person

appointed by the Standing Committee from among applicants following public

advertisement in the media as the Standing Committee thinks fit;

(e) the Standing Committee, when considering appointments to the Statehood

Steering Committee under the preceding clause may take into account the

following stake-holder groups:

(i) Northern Territory Indigenous groups/organisations;

(ii) Northern Territory municipal, local and community governments;

(iii) Business and pastoral groups/organisations;

(iv) Trade Unions and Industry groups/organisations;

(v) Ethnic community groups/organisations;

(vi) Educational or marketing institutions, groups or organisations;

(vii) Women's organisations;

(viii) Northern Territory Council of Churches and the Ministers Fraternal

and other religious groups;

(ix) Specific pressure, lobby or interest groups, that have a commitment to

the achievement of Statehood for the Northern Territory;

(xii) Young Territorians; and

(xiii) Senior Territorians.

(f) notwithstanding clause 6 (e) the Standing Committee may also appoint other

persons residing in the Northern Territory who, in its opinion, have a strong

commitment in the matters concerning the Northern Territory's ongoing

constitutional development that is tied to a future grant of Statehood; and
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(g) Statehood Steering Committee members, other than members of the

Standing Committee, are appointed for the life of the Statehood Steering

Committee, but in any case may be discharged from office at any time by the

Standing Committee after consultation with the Statehood Steering

Committee.
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7. The duties and responsibilities of the members of the Statehood Steering Committee

are as follows:

(a) to attend all Statehood Steering Committee meetings and functions unless

they tender an apology;

(b) to keep informed about the Statehood Steering Committee purpose, policies,

and programs;

(c) to review agenda and supporting materials prior to Statehood Steering

Committee meetings;

(d) to serve on Select Work Committees and other committees, where

appropriate, and to take on special assignments as required;

(e) to contribute to the work of the Statehood Steering Committee; and.

(f) to keep up-to-date on Northern Territory Statehood and constitutional

development generally.
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8. There shall be an Office of the Chairman of the Statehood Steering Committee

comprising a Chairman and a Co-Chair.

9. The Office of the Chairman shall be supported by the Executive Officer of the

Statehood Steering Committee, the Constitutional/Legal Adviser nominated from time

to time by the Solicitor-General of the Northern Territory, the Executive Officer of the

Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs and such other

administrative and specialist persons as approved by the Standing Committee and

the Speaker.

10. The initial voting Officers of the Statehood Steering Committee are identified in

Column 1 and hold office in the following manner in Column 2:

!2/701 !2/701  

Chairman  The person elected as Chairman of the Standing

Committee, from time to time, pursuant to the

Standing and Sessional Orders of the Legislative

Assembly of the Northern Territory;

Co-Chair The person who has been appointed by the

Standing Committee to hold the office of Co-Chair

under clause 6 (b);

11. The initial non-voting Officers of the Statehood Steering Committee are identified in

Column 1 and hold office in the following manner in Column 2:

!2/701 !2/701  
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Executive Officer of the

Statehood Steering Committee

The person who has been appointed by the

Standing Committee to hold the position of

Executive Officer of the Statehood Steering

Committee under clause 13;

Executive Officer of the

Standing Committee on Legal

and Constitutional Affairs

The person who holds the position of Executive

Officer of the Standing Committee on Legal and

Constitutional Affairs;

Constitutional/Legal Adviser  The person nominated, from time to time, by the

Solicitor-General of the Northern Territory.

12. The Statehood Steering Committee shall be provided with all necessary staff,

facilities and resources by the Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory and

shall be empowered, with the prior written approval of the Standing Committee and

the Speaker, to appoint other persons with specialist knowledge including secretarial

and administrative support for the purposes of the Statehood Steering Committee.

13. There shall be an Executive Officer of the Statehood Steering Committee, appointed

by the Standing Committee, and who shall serve under the direction and supervision

of the Executive Group as the principal executive officer of the Statehood Steering

Committee.

13(A) The Minister for Statehood and the Shadow Minister for Statehood may from time to

time seek advice or information on Statehood issues from the Office of the Clerk of

the Legislative Assembly. A copy of any advice or information where prepared by the

Office of the Chairman, Statehood Steering Committee, will be tabled at the next

Executive Group meeting following the date of its submission to the Clerk.

14. The Constitutional/Legal Adviser shall be the principal constitutional and legal adviser

to the Statehood Steering Committee and the Executive Group.
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15. The Chairman and the Co-Chair shall take the chair at the beginning of the

deliberations of the Statehood Steering Committee and shall proceed to the business

in the manner prescribed by these terms of reference.

16. The Chairman and the Co-Chair shall jointly have the powers and perform the duties

as follows, unless the contrary intention appears:

(a) they shall preside over meetings of the Statehood Steering Committee when

present;

(b) they shall preserve order and decorum within Statehood Steering Committee

meetings, and shall prevent personal reflection, abuse and offensive

language, and confine Statehood Steering Committee members to the issues

under discussion; and

(c) they shall exercise such other powers and perform such other duties as are

provided by these terms of reference or as incidental thereto or as are in their

opinion, necessary or convenient for enabling the Statehood Steering

Committee to function effectively.

17. The Chairman shall have the powers and perform the duties as follows, unless the

contrary intention appears:

(a) notwithstanding the joint powers of the Chairman and the Co-Chair under the

preceding clause, the Chairman for the purpose of these terms of reference
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Statehood Steering Committee Outcomes

29. When the Statehood Steering Committee has agreed upon the form and content of a

report or any other documented outcome, the original thereof shall be signed by the

Chairman and the Co-Chair, and shall be submitted to the Standing Committee.

Copies shall then be prepared and certified by the Executive Officer and one copy

delivered to each Statehood Steering Committee member.

Alternates

30. Where a member of the Statehood Steering Committee (other than the Chairman or

Co-Chair or a member of the Standing Committee) is unable to attend a meeting of

the Statehood Steering Committee or its committees he or she shall be able to

nominate a person who is not a member of the Statehood Steering Committee to be

his or her alternate to attend and participate in a meeting of the Statehood Steering

Committee or its committees, for the period of that meeting.

31. Where the Co-Chair is unable to attend a meeting of the Statehood Steering

Committee Executive Group he or she shall be able to nominate a member of the

Statehood Steering Committee, not being a member of the Standing Committee, to

be his or her alternate to attend and participate in a meeting of the Executive Group,

for the period of that meeting.

32. Where a member of the Standing Committee who is a member of the Statehood

Steering Committee, pursuant to clause 6 (c), is unable to attend a meeting of the

Statehood Steering Committee or its committees, that member may nominate either

another member of the Standing Committee who is not a member of the Statehood

Steering Committee, to be his or her alternate to attend and participate in a meeting

of the Statehood Steering Committee or its committees for the period of that meeting.

33. An alternate member so nominated by a member of the Statehood Steering

Committee under clauses 30, 31 and 32 may participate in a meeting of the

Statehood Steering Committee or its committees as if he of she were a full member

of the Statehood Steering Committee.

34. All nominations from members of the Statehood Steering Committee and

appointments in respect of alternates attending and participating in meetings of the

Statehood Steering Committee and its committees shall be provided in writing to the

Executive Officer of the Statehood Steering Committee at least 24 hours prior to a

meeting.

Quorum

35. One third of the Statehood Steering Committee membership shall constitute a

quorum for the transaction of business of the Statehood Steering Committee and 3

members of the Executive Group shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of

business of the Executive Group unless the Statehood Steering Committee or the

Executive Group (as the case may be) otherwise decides.

36. Notwithstanding clause 36, there is no requirement for a quorum of other committees

of the Statehood Steering Committee for the transaction of committee business

unless the Statehood Steering Committee otherwise decides.

Motions and Voting

37. Any resolution or motion or the taking of any action by the Statehood Steering

Committee or its committees in any of their respective deliberations will be

determined if possible by consensus of the members present.
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38. In the event that a consensus cannot be reached in pursuance of clause 37, a

majority of members present and voting shall be sufficient for the adoption of any

motion or resolution or the taking of any action by the Statehood Steering Committee

or its committees in any of their respective deliberations.

39. The decision of the Chairman or the Chair of a committee on a show of hands shall

be final.

40. When a member of the Statehood Steering Committee or its committees moves a

motion, the Chairman or a Chair of a committee shall state it or, if in writing, it shall

be read aloud before discussion.  Motions shall be moved by a member of the

Statehood Steering Committee or its committees and seconded by another such

member of the Statehood Steering Committee or its committees.

41. The mover with consent of the seconder may withdraw a motion at any time before

amendment or announcement of the decision.

42. Resolutions relating to the business of the Statehood Steering Committee or its

committees may be introduced as provided by these terms of reference and their

consideration shall follow the same procedure as is provided by these terms of

reference for motions.

43. The Chairman and the Co-Chair in any of the deliberations of the Statehood Steering

Committee or the Executive Group shall in all cases be entitled to vote on all matters

before the Statehood Steering Committee or the Executive Group, and where there is

an equality of votes on any question the Chairman, as the senior chair, shall have a

casting vote.

44. Subject to clause 43, a member of the Statehood Steering Committee or any of its

committees shall have one vote only on any matter before the Statehood Steering

Committee or committee as the case may be.

"(310/3,%,-,46 )02 #4$4(.(/43 .$'( %6 #4$4(+00' #4((2,/*
0..,44(( !(.%(23

45. Deliberations of the Statehood Steering Committee or any of its committees do not

attract parliamentary privilege or immunity. Members of the Statehood Steering

Committee are responsible for their own statements and actions whether in the

Statehood Steering Committee or outside.  No responsibility will be assumed by the

Legislative Assembly or the Northern Territory Government for assistance to

Statehood Steering Committee members in response to defamation proceedings or

other action relating to their statements or actions.

 0&5.(/43 0) 4+( #4$4(+00' #4((2,/* 0..,44((

46. With the leave of the Statehood Steering Committee, a member of the Statehood

Steering Committee may table documents relevant to the issue under discussion by

handing them to the Chairman.  During the deliberations of the Statehood Steering

Committee, tabled documents will be held in the Standing Committee secretariat and

made available to Statehood Steering Committee members on request.

47. Unless otherwise ordered by the Statehood Steering Committee, all documents

received by the Statehood Steering Committee during its life shall remain in the

custody of the Standing Committee, provided that on the application of a department,

agency or person, any document, if not likely to be further required, may in the

Speaker's discretion, be returned to the department, agency or person from whom it

was obtained.
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48. The Co-Chair and other members of the Statehood Steering Committee (other than

Members of the Legislative Assembly, full-time employees or officers of the

Government of the Northern Territory, which shall include officers of the Legislative

Assembly of the Northern Territory, or any other person employed in the Northern

Territory Public Sector) shall receive a meeting fee per day, the amount to be

determined by the Standing Committee from to time and subject to approval by the

Speaker.

49. The term "meeting fee per day" means any one period of 24 hours in which the

Statehood Steering Committee or its committees meets, whether in one meeting or in

successive meetings.

50. Subject to the discretion and prior approval of the Speaker, members of the

Statehood Steering Committee (other than those category of persons excluded under

clause 48, may be entitled to the payment of reasonable travel expenses and

allowances where necessary to attend meetings of the Statehood Steering

Committee or its committees whether they are held in Darwin or elsewhere.

 %*%#1 !-/)(,' -++(11%%0

51. The Statehood Steering Committee may establish Select Working Committees to

assist the Statehood Steering Committee in its deliberation in examining and

reporting of specific subjects and issues relating to Northern Territory Statehood and

constitutional development such as, but not limited to:

(a) Legislative and Executive matters.

(b) Legal/judicial system.

(c) Electoral matters.

(d) Local government.

(e) Indigenous rights and other matters.

(f) Entrenchment of rights.

(g) Promotion and education of Statehood and constitutional development.

(h) Terms and conditions of Statehood.

52. The Statehood Steering Committee shall appoint a member of the Statehood

Steering Committee to be Chair of a Select Working Committee.  The Statehood

Steering Committee may fill any vacancies of Chairs of Select Working Committee in

the same manner.

53. The Chair of a Select Working Committee shall have a deliberative vote only.

54. The Statehood Steering Committee, in its opinion, shall determine the number and

membership and appointment criteria of a Select Working Committee from either the

Statehood Steering Committee membership and/or other persons who are not

members of the Statehood Steering Committee.  The Statehood Steering Committee

may fill any vacancies on a Select Working Committee, other than the appointment of

a Chair of a Select Working Committee, in the same manner.

55. In the event when the Chair of a Select Working Committee is not present at a

meeting of a Select Working Committee the members present shall elect another

Select Working Committee member to act as chair at that meeting.
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56. The Chairman and the Co-Chair shall be ex-officio members of all Select Working

Committees, shall be informed of and may attend all meetings of a Select Working

Committee and may participate in its deliberations, but shall not vote.

57. A Select Working Committee shall consider such proposals as are determined by the

Statehood Steering Committee and shall draft and submit to the Statehood Steering

Committee, for its consideration any final report or paper including recommendations

pertaining to the business of the committee.  Any member of a Select Working

Committee may submit a minority report to the Statehood Steering Committee.

58. No Select Working Committee may hold meetings during the meetings of the

Statehood Steering Committee or the Executive Group without permission of the

Statehood Steering Committee or the Executive Group (as the case may be) or meet

outside of Darwin without the prior written approval of the Chairman.

59. Subject to clause 58, a Select Working Committee shall give at least 5 days written

notice to the Executive Officer of the proposed time and place of meetings, and the

Executive Officer shall make such notice public.

60. Subject to the provisions of these terms of reference, the Statehood Steering

Committee may determine the powers and procedures of a Select Working

Committee, and in the absence thereof, each Select Working Committee shall

determine same.

 #&#("% !('*$)$'&)

61. A record shall be kept in the Minutes of Proceedings of the Statehood Steering

Committee and its committees of the names of members attending each meeting and

of every motion or resolution or amendment moved, together with the name of the

mover and seconder thereof.

62. Members of the public and representatives of the news media may attend and report

any public sessions of the Statehood Steering Committee or a Select Working

Committee, unless otherwise ordered by the Statehood Steering Committee or a

Select Working Committee.

63. The Statehood Steering Committee may authorise the televising of the Statehood

Steering Committee or a Select Working Committee in public sessions under such

arrangements, as the Chairman in consultation with the Speaker considers

appropriate.

64. Subject to these terms of reference, the powers and procedures of the Statehood

Steering Committee and its committees shall be as determined by the Standing

Committee from time to time.

65. The foregoing provisions of these terms of reference, so far as they are inconsistent

with the Standing Orders or Sessional Orders of the Legislative Assembly, have

effect.

66. Nothing contained in the foregoing provisions of these terms of reference, shall

prohibit or impede the lawful conduct by the Standing Committee of its business as a

Committee of the Legislative Assembly pursuant to the provisions of its terms of

reference  the Standing Orders or Sessional Orders of the Legislative Assembly.

67. These terms of reference shall take effect on the date hereof.
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Northern Territory (Self-Government)

Act 1978

Act No. 58 of 1978 as amended

This compilation was prepared on 27 March 2006

taking into account amendments up to Act No. 137 of 2000

and SLI 2006 No. 50

The text of any of those amendments not in force

on that date is appended in the Notes section

The operation of amendments that have been incorporated may be

affected by application provisions that are set out in the Notes section

Prepared by the Office of Legislative Drafting and Publishing,
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An Act to provide for the Government of the

Northern Territory of Australia, and for related

purposes

WHEREAS the Northern Territory Acceptance Act 1910 provided

for the ratifying of an Agreement between the Commonwealth and

the State of South Australia for the surrender to and acceptance by

the Commonwealth of the Northern Territory and provided for the

acceptance by the Commonwealth of the Northern Territory:

AND WHEREAS by the Constitution it is provided that the

Parliament may make laws for the government of any Territory

surrendered by any State to and accepted by the Commonwealth:

AND WHEREAS the Parliament has made provision for the

government of the Northern Territory by the Northern Territory

(Administration) Act 1910 and for a Supreme Court of the

Northern Territory of Australia by the Northern Territory Supreme

Court Act 1961: [see Note 1]

AND WHEREAS the Parliament considers it desirable, by

reason of the political and economic development of the Northern

Territory, to confer self-government on the Territory, and for that

purpose to provide, among other things, for the establishment of

separate political, representative and administrative institutions in

the Territory and to give the Territory control over its own

Treasury:

BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED by the Queen, and the Senate

and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Australia,

as follows:

%(46 #:%4+/.0.1(49

1  Short title [see Note 1]

This Act may be cited as the Northern Territory (Self-Government)

Act 1978.
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"-++(,'(+(,1 [see Note 1]

(1) Sections 1, 2 and 70 shall come into operation on the day on which

this Act receives the Royal Assent.

(2) The remaining provisions of this Act shall come into operation on

1 July 1978.

 %(.(&*0

The Acts specified in Schedule 1 are repealed.

! #,1(/./(1&1)-,

(1) In this Act, unless the contrary intention appears:

Acting Administrator means a person appointed under section 40

to act in the office of Administrator.

Administrator means the Administrator of the Territory, and

includes an Acting Administrator.

Council means the Executive Council of the Northern Territory of

Australia.

enactment means:

(a) a law (however described or entitled) passed by the

Legislative Assembly and assented to under section 7 or 8; or

(b) an Ordinance made under the Northern Territory

(Administration) Act 1910 and continued in force by this Act;

and includes part of any such law or Ordinance.

Legislative Assembly means the Legislative Assembly of the

Northern Territory of Australia.

Ministerial office means an office referred to in section 34.

Minister of the Territory means a person holding office under

section 36.

Speaker means the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly.

Territory means the Northern Territory of Australia.
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(2) A reference in this Act to the powers or functions of the Speaker

shall be read as including a reference to the powers or functions of

the Speaker under any law in force in the Territory.
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The Northern Territory of Australia is hereby established as a body

politic under the Crown by the name of the Northern Territory of

Australia.
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&'35 $$$9%*,-4.'5-6* "44*/(.8

#-6-4-10 9&17*34 1+ %*,-4.'5-6* "44*/(.8

 %*,-4.'5-6* 217*3

Subject to this Act, the Legislative Assembly has power, with the

assent of the Administrator or the Governor-General, as provided

by this Act, to make laws for the peace, order and good

government of the Territory.

! "44*05 51 231214*) .'74

(1) Every proposed law passed by the Legislative Assembly shall be

presented to the Administrator for assent.

(2) Upon the presentation of a proposed law to the Administrator for

assent, the Administrator shall, subject to this section, declare:

(a) in the case of a proposed law making provision only for or in

relation to a matter specified under section 35:

(i) that he assents to the proposed law; or

(ii) that he withholds assent to the proposed law; or

(b) in any other case:

(i) that he assents to the proposed law;

(ii) that he withholds assent to the proposed law; or

(iii) that he reserves the proposed law for the

.BH8DABD".8A8D4?KE C?84EGD8#

(3) The Administrator may return the proposed law to the Legislative

Assembly with amendments that he recommends.

(4) The Legislative Assembly shall consider the amendments

recommended by the Administrator and the proposed law, with

those or any other amendments or without amendments, may be

again presented to the Administrator for assent, and subsection (2)

applies accordingly.
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(1) Where the Administrator reserves a proposed law for the

/CI9EBCE"/9B9E5@LF D@95FHE9! G<9 /CI9EBCE"/9B9E5@ F<5@@! FH6>97G

GC G<=F F97G=CB! 897@5E9,

(a) that he assents to the proposed law;

(b) that he withholds assent to the proposed law; or

(c) that he withholds assent to part of the proposed law and

assents to the remainder of the proposed law.

% 3<9 /CI9EBCE"/9B9E5@ A5K E9GHEB G<9 DECDCF98 @5J GC G<9

Administrator with amendments that he recommends.

(3) The Legislative Assembly shall consider the amendments

E97CAA9B898 6K G<9 /CI9EBCE"/9B9E5@ 5B8 G<9 DECDCF98 @5J! J=G<

G<CF9 CE 5BK CG<9E 5A9B8A9BGF CE J=G<CHG 5A9B8A9BGF! A5K 69

5;5=B DE9F9BG98 GC G<9 .8A=B=FGE5GCE :CE 5FF9BG! 5B8 FH6F97G=CB * % 

applies accordingly.

(4) Where the Governor-General makes a declaration in respect of a

DECDCF98 @5J =B 577CE85B79 J=G< FH6F97G=CB $ ! G<9 .8A=B=FGE5GCE

F<5@@! 5F FCCB 5F DE57G=756@9 5:G9E G<9 897@5E5G=CB =F A589! 75HF9 GC

69 DH6@=F<98 =B G<9 Government Gazette of the Territory a notice of

the declaration.

(5) The assent of the Governor-General to a proposed law or part of a

DECDCF98 @5J =F C: BC 9::97G HBG=@ BCG=:=75G=CB C: G<9

/CI9EBCE"/9B9E5@LF 897@5E5G=CB =B E9FD97G C: G<9 DECDCF98 @5J =F

DH6@=F<98 =B G<9 Government Gazette of the Territory.

! ",3&--07&/') 0* )/&'4.)/43

$ 2H6>97G GC G<=F F97G=CB! G<9 /CI9EBCE"/9B9E5@ A5K! J=G<=B )

ACBG<F 5:G9E G<9 .8A=B=FGE5GCELF 5FF9BG GC 5 DECDCF98 @5J! 8=F5@@CJ

the law or part of the law.

% 3<9 /CI9EBCE"/9B9E5@ A5K! J=G<=B ) ACBG<F 5:G9E G<9

.8A=B=FGE5GCELF 5FF9BG GC 5 DECDCF98 @5J! E97CAA9B8 GC G<9

Administrator any amendments of the laws of the Territory that the

/CI9EBCE"/9B9E5@ 7CBF=89EF GC 69 89F=E56@9 5F 5 E9FH@G C: <=F

consideration of the law.

& 4<9E9! 5F 5 E9FH@G C: <=F 7CBF=89E5G=CB C: 5 @5J! G<9 /CI9EBCE"/9B9E5@

FC E97CAA9B8F 5BK 5A9B8A9BGF C: G<9 @5JF C: G<9 39EE=GCEK! G<9 G=A9



101

Legislative Assembly Part III

Powers of Legislative Assembly Division 1

Section 10

Northern Territory (Self-Government) Act 1978                   7

within which the Governor-General may disallow the law, or a part of

the law, is extended until the expiration of 6 months after the date of

F:7 +AH7D@AD"+7@7D3>LE D75A??7@63F;A@#

(4) Upon publication of notice of the disallowance of a law, or part of

a law, in the Government Gazette of the Territory, the disallowance

has, subject to subsection (5), the same effect as a repeal of the law

AD B3DF A8 F:7 >3I#

(5) If a provision of a disallowed law, or a provision of a disallowed

part of a law, amended or repealed a law in force immediately

before the commencement of that provision, the disallowance

revives the previous law from the date of publication of the notice

A8 6;E3>>AI3@57 3E ;8 F:7 6;E3>>AI76 BDAH;E;A@ :36 @AF 477@ ?367#

10  Reason for withholding assent etc. to be tabled in Legislative

Assembly

Where the Administrator withholds assent to a proposed law, or the

Governor-General withholds assent to a proposed law or part of a

proposed law or disallows a law or part of a law, a message of the

Administrator stating the reasons for the withholding of assent, or

for the disallowance, as the case may be, shall be laid before the

Legislative Assembly within 6 sitting days of the Legislative

Assembly after the date on which the assent was withheld or the

63F7 A8 F:7 6;E3>>AI3@57! 3E F:7 53E7 ?3K 47#

11  Proposal of money votes

An enactment, vote, resolution or question, the effect of which is to

dispose of or charge any revenues, loans or other moneys received

by the Territory, shall not be proposed in the Legislative Assembly

unless the purpose for which such revenues, loans or other moneys

are to be disposed of or charged by reason of the enactment, vote,

resolution or question, as the case may be, has in the same session

been recommended by message of the Administrator to the

-79;E>3F;H7 *EE7?4>K#

12  Powers, privileges and immunities of Legislative Assembly

The power of the Legislative Assembly conferred by section 6 in

relation to the making of laws extends to the making of laws:
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(a) declaring the powers (other than legislative powers),

privileges and immunities of the Legislative Assembly and of

its members and committees, but so that the powers,

privileges and immunities so declared do not exceed the

powers, privileges and immunities for the time being of the

House of Representatives, or of the members or committees

of that House, respectively; and

(b) providing for the manner in which powers, privileges and

immunities so declared may be exercised or upheld.
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%2<29265  >$659:2:;:265 *5- 4.4+.89127 6/ '.0293*:2<.

#99.4+3=
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(1) There shall be a Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory of

Australia.

(2) The Legislative Assembly shall consist of such number of

members as is provided by enactment.

(3) Subject to this Act, the members of the Legislative Assembly shall

be elected as provided by enactment.

(4) For the purposes of the election of members of the Legislative

Assembly, the Territory shall be distributed into as many electoral

divisions as there are members to be elected, and a quota shall be

calculated by dividing the whole number of electors in the

Territory, as nearly as can be ascertained, by the number of

members to be elected.

(5) For the purposes of subsection (4), each electoral division shall

contain a number of electors not exceeding, or falling short of, the

quota calculated under that subsection by more than one-fifth of

the quota.

(6) A member of the Legislative Assembly shall, before taking his

seat, make and subscribe an oath or affirmation of allegiance in the

form in Schedule 2 and also an oath or affirmation of office in the

form in Schedule 3.

(7) An oath or affirmation under subsection (6) shall be made before

the Administrator or a person authorized by the Administrator to

administer such oaths or affirmations.

" );*32/2,*:2659 6/ .3.,:689

(1) Subject to subsection (2), all persons who are, under the

Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918, qualified to vote at an election

of a member of the House of Representatives for the Northern

Territory, shall be qualified to vote at an election of members of

the Legislative Assembly.
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(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to persons who are qualified to vote at

an election of a member of the House of Representatives for the

Northern Territory by reason only of the amendments of the

Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 made by the provisions of Part II

of the Cocos (Keeling) Islands Self-Determination (Consequential

Amendments) Act 1984 or by the provisions of Part III of the

Christmas Island Administration (Miscellaneous Amendments) Act

1984.

15  Writs for elections

Writs for the election of members of the Legislative Assembly

shall be issued by the Administrator.

16  Term of office of member

Subject to this Act, the term of office of a member of the

Legislative Assembly commences on the date of his election and

ends immediately before the date of the next general election of

members of the Legislative Assembly.

17  Dates of elections

(1) A general election of members of the Legislative Assembly shall

be held on a date determined by the Administrator.

(2) The period from the first meeting of the Legislative Assembly after

a general election of members of the Assembly to the date of the

next succeeding general election shall not be more than 4 years.

18  Resignation of members of Legislative Assembly

A member of the Legislative Assembly may resign his office by

writing signed by him and delivered to the Speaker or, if there is no

Speaker or the Speaker is absent from the Territory, to the

Administrator, and on the receipt of the resignation by the Speaker

or the Administrator, as the case may be, his office shall become

vacant.

19  Filling of casual vacancy

Where a casual vacancy occurs in the office of a member of the

Legislative Assembly less than 3 years and 6 months after the first
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meeting of the Assembly following the last preceding general

election, an election shall be held in the electoral division in

respect of which the vacancy occurred for the purpose of filling the

vacant office for the remainder of the term of office of the member

who last held that office.

20  Qualifications for election

Subject to section 21, a person is qualified to be a candidate for

election as a member of the Legislative Assembly if, at the date of

nomination:

(a) he is an Australian citizen;

(b) he has attained the age of 18 years;

(c) he is entitled, or qualified to become entitled, to vote at

elections of members of the Legislative Assembly; and

(d) he has been resident within the Commonwealth for at least 6

months and within the Territory for at least 3 months.

21  Disqualifications for membership of Legislative Assembly

(1) A person is not qualified to be a candidate for election as a member

of the Legislative Assembly if, at the date of nomination:

(a) he:

(i) holds an office or appointment (other than a prescribed

office or appointment) under a law of the

Commonwealth (including this Act) or a law of a State

or Territory; or

(ii) not being the holder of any office or appointment under

such a law, is employed by the Commonwealth, by a

State or Territory or by a body corporate established for

a public purpose by such a law;

and he is entitled to any remuneration or allowance (other

than reimbursement of expenses reasonably incurred) in

respect of that office, appointment or employment;

(b) he is an undischarged bankrupt; or

(c) he has been convicted and is under sentence of imprisonment

for one year or longer for an offence against the law of the

Commonwealth or of a State or Territory.

(1A) In subparagraph (1)(a)(i), )*#+!*% #" ($$%!# (* ))(%',&#', means:
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(a) the office of member of the Legislative Assembly, member

of the Council, Minister of the Territory or Speaker of the

Legislative Assembly; or

(b) an appointment under section 25 or 26.

(2) A member of the Legislative Assembly vacates his office if:

(a) he becomes a person to whom any of the paragraphs of

subsection (1) applies;

(b) he ceases to be an Australian citizen;

(c) he fails to attend the Legislative Assembly for 3 consecutive

sitting days of the Assembly without the permission of the

Assembly;

(d) he ceases to be entitled, or qualified to become entitled, to

vote at elections of members of the Legislative Assembly; or

(e) he takes or agrees to take, directly or indirectly, any

remuneration, allowance or honorarium for services rendered

in the Legislative Assembly, otherwise than in accordance

with an enactment that provides for remuneration and

allowances to be paid to persons in respect of their services

as members of the Legislative Assembly, members of the

Executive Council or Ministers of the Territory.

(3) A member of the Legislative Assembly who is a party to, or has a

direct or indirect interest in, a contract made by or on behalf of the

Territory under which goods or services are to be supplied to the

Territory shall not take part in a discussion of a matter, or vote on a

question, in the Legislative Assembly where the matter or question

relates directly or indirectly to that contract.

(4) Any question concerning the application of subsection (3) shall be

decided by the Legislative Assembly, and a contravention of that

subsection does not affect the validity of anything done by the

Legislative Assembly.
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(1) The Administrator may, by notice published in the Government

Gazette of the Territory, appoint such times for holding the

sessions of the Legislative Assembly as he thinks fit and may also,

from time to time, in like manner, prorogue the Legislative

Assembly.

(2) At the request of such number of members of the Legislative

Assembly as is prescribed by enactment, the Administrator shall,

by notice published in the Government Gazette of the Territory,

appoint a time, being not later than 14 days after the day on which

he receives the request, for holding a session of the Legislative

Assembly.

 (;68;4

The number of members necessary to constitute a meeting of the

Legislative Assembly for the exercise and performance of its

powers and functions shall be as prescribed by enactment.

! $3.,:165 6/ )7.*2.8

(1) The Legislative Assembly shall, before proceeding to the despatch

of any other business, choose a member of the Legislative

Assembly to be the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly and, as

often as the office of Speaker becomes vacant, the Legislative

Assembly shall again choose a member to be the Speaker.

(2) The Speaker continues to hold his office until:

(a) the Legislative Assembly first meets after a general election

of the Legislative Assembly that takes place after his election

under subsection (1);

(b) he resigns his office by writing signed by him and delivered

to the Administrator;

(c) he ceases to be a member of the Legislative Assembly

otherwise than by reason of the dissolution of the Legislative

Assembly; or
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(d) he is removed from office by the Legislative Assembly;

whichever first happens.

! #+8/3. (5-)0-6;)554/382-38 *: &-./71)8/9- #77-2*1:

(1) Before or during any absence of the Speaker, or during any

inability of the Speaker, for any reason, to exercise the powers or

perform the functions of the Speaker, the Legislative Assembly

may appoint a member to exercise those powers and perform those

functions during the absence or inability of the Speaker.

(2) A reference in this Act or in any other law in force in the Territory

to the Speaker shall be read as including a reference to a person

appointed under subsection (1).

(3) An appointment under subsection (1) remains in force until:

(a) the absence or inability of the Speaker ceases;

(b) the appointment is revoked by the Legislative Assembly;

(c) the person appointed resigns his appointment by writing

signed by him and delivered to the Administrator;

(d) the person appointed ceases to be a member of the

Legislative Assembly otherwise than by reason of the

dissolution of the Legislative Assembly; or

(e) the Legislative Assembly first meets after a general election

of the Legislative Assembly that takes place after the

appointment takes effect;

whichever first happens.

" #+8/3. (5-)0-6;)554/382-38 *: #,2/3/786)846

(1) Where:

(a) the office of Speaker has become vacant and the Legislative

Assembly has not chosen another Speaker to fill the vacancy;

(b) the Speaker is absent or is unable, for any reason, to exercise

the powers or perform the functions of the Speaker and the

Legislative Assembly has not appointed a person under

subsection 25(1);

(c) the appointment of a person under subsection 25(1) has

ceased to be in force, otherwise than by reason of the absence

or inability of the Speaker ceasing, and the Legislative
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Assembly has not appointed another member under that

subsection; or

(d) a person appointed under subsection 25(1) is absent or is

unable, for any reason, to exercise the powers or perform the

functions of the Speaker and the Legislative Assembly has

not appointed another person under that subsection;

the Administrator may, by instrument in writing, appoint a member

of the Legislative Assembly to exercise the powers and perform the

functions of the Speaker.

(2) A reference in this Act or in any other law in force in the Territory

to the Speaker shall be read as including a reference to a person

appointed under subsection (1).

(3) An appointment under subsection (1) remains in force until:

(a) the next meeting of the Legislative Assembly is held;

(b) the Administrator, by instrument in writing, revokes the

appointment;

(c) the person appointed resigns his appointment by writing

signed by him and delivered to the Administrator;

(d) the person appointed ceases to be a member of the

Legislative Assembly otherwise than by reason of the

dissolution of the Legislative Assembly;

4 8= C74 20B4 >5 C74 01B4=24 >A 8=018;8CH >5 C74 .?40:4AIC70C

absence or inability ceases; or

(f) in the case of the absence or inability of a person appointed

D=34A BD1B42C8>= $& # IC70C 01B4=24 >A 8=018;8CH 240B4B >A!

if the absence or inability of the Speaker ceases before the

absence or inability of that person ceases, the absence or

inability of the Speaker ceases;

whichever first happens.

27  Voting in Legislative Assembly

(1) Questions arising in the Legislative Assembly shall be determined

by a majority of votes.

(2) Subject to subsection 21(3), the Speaker or other member presiding

at any meeting of the Legislative Assembly shall in all cases be

entitled to vote and shall also, where there is an equality of votes

on any question, have a casting vote.
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28  Validation of acts of Legislative Assembly

Where a person who has, whether before or after the

commencement of this section, purported to sit or vote as a

member of the Legislative Assembly at a meeting of the

Legislative Assembly or of a Committee of the Legislative

Assembly:

(a) was not a duly elected member by reason of his not having

been qualified for election or of any other defect in his

election; or

(b) had vacated his office as a member;

all things done or purporting to have been done by the Legislative

Assembly or that Committee shall be deemed to be as validly done

as if that person had, when so sitting or voting, been a duly elected

member of the Legislative Assembly, or had not vacated his office,

as the case may be.

29  Minutes of proceedings

(1) The Legislative Assembly shall cause minutes of its proceedings to

be kept.

(2) A copy of any minutes so kept shall, on request made by any

person, be made available for inspection by him or, on payment of

such fee as is fixed by or under enactment, be supplied to him.

30  Standing rules and orders

The Legislative Assembly may make standing rules and orders, not

inconsistent with a law of the Territory, with respect to the order

and conduct of its business and proceedings.
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The duties, powers, functions and authorities of the Administrator,

the Executive Council and the Ministers of the Territory imposed

or conferred by or under this Part extend to the execution and

maintenance of this Act and the laws of the Territory and to the

exercise of the prerogatives of the Crown so far as they relate to

those duties, powers, functions and authorities.

! &..0+- 4. ",2030786*846

(1) There shall be an Administrator of the Territory, who shall be

appointed by the Governor-General by Commission under the Seal

of Australia and shall hold office during the pleasure of the

Governor-General.

(2) The Administrator is charged with the duty of administering the

government of the Territory.

(3) Subject to this Act, the Administrator shall exercise and perform

all powers and functions that belong to his office, or that are

conferred on him by or under a law in force in the Territory, in

accordance with the tenor of his Commission and (in the case of

powers and functions other than powers and functions relating to

matters specified under section 35 and powers and functions under

sections 34 and 36) in accordance with such instructions as are

given to him by the Minister.

!! (/- $<-+980:- #493+01

(1) There shall be an Executive Council of the Northern Territory of

Australia to advise the Administrator in the government of the

Territory in relation to matters in respect of which the Ministers of

the Territory have executive authority under section 35.

(2) The Council shall consist of the persons for the time being holding

Ministerial office.
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(3) The Administrator is entitled to attend all meetings of the Council,

and shall preside at all meetings at which he is present.

(4) The Administrator may introduce into the Council any matter for

discussion in the Council.

(5) Meetings of the Council shall be convened by the Administrator

and not otherwise.

(6) Subject to the preceding provisions of this section and to any

provision made by the regulations, the procedure of the Council

shall be as the Council determines.

34  Ministerial offices

There shall be such number of offices of Minister of the Territory,

having such respective designations, as the Administrator from

time to time determines.

35  Transfer of functions to Executive

The regulations may specify the matters in respect of which the

Ministers of the Territory are to have executive authority.

36  Appointment of Ministers

The Administrator may appoint a member of the Legislative

Assembly to a Ministerial Office, and may, at any time, terminate

the appointment.

37  Tenure of office

The appointment of a person to a Ministerial office takes effect on

the day specified in the instrument of appointment and terminates

when:

(a) he ceases, by reason of his resignation or by reason of the

provisions of section 21, to be a member of the Legislative

Assembly;

(b) his appointment is terminated by the Administrator;

(c) he resigns his office by writing signed by him and delivered

to the Administrator and the resignation is accepted by the

Administrator; or
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(d) the Legislative Assembly first meets after a general election

of the Legislative Assembly that takes place after the

appointment takes effect.

38  Oath to be taken by Member of Council and Minister

(1) A member of the Council shall, before entering on the duties of his

office, make and subscribe an oath or affirmation in accordance

with the form in Schedule 4.

(2) A person who is appointed to a Ministerial office shall, before

entering on the duties of his office, make and subscribe an oath or

affirmation in accordance with the form in Schedule 5.

(3) An oath or affirmation under subsection (1) or (2) shall be made

before the Administrator or a person authorized by the

Administrator to administer such oaths or affirmations.

40  Acting Administrator

(1) The Governor-General may, by Commission under the Seal of

Australia, appoint one or more persons to act in the office of

Administrator and to administer the government of the Territory

during any vacancy in the office of Administrator or whenever the

Administrator is absent from duty or from the Territory or is, for

any other reason, unable to exercise and perform the powers and

functions of his office.

(2) An appointment of a person under subsection (1) may be expressed

to have effect only in such circumstances as are specified in the

instrument of appointment.

 (4) An Acting Administrator administering the government of the

Territory has, and may exercise and perform, all the powers and

functions of the Administrator.

(5) The exercise or performance by an Acting Administrator of the

powers or functions of the Administrator during the absence of the

Administrator from the Territory does not prevent the exercise or

performance by the Administrator of any of those powers or

functions.

(6) The appointment of an Acting Administrator, and any act done by

a person purporting to act under this section, shall not be called in
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question by reason of any defect or irregularity in or in connexion

with his appointment or on the ground that the occasion for his so

acting had not arisen or had ceased.

41  Deputies of Administrator

(1) The Administrator may appoint a person, or persons jointly or

severally, to be the deputy or deputies of the Administrator in the

Territory, or a part of the Territory, and in that capacity to exercise

during the pleasure of the Administrator such powers and functions

of the Administrator as he assigns to the deputy or deputies.

(2) The appointment of a deputy does not affect the exercise of a

power or performance of a function by the Administrator.

42  Oath to be taken by Administrator etc.

(1) The Administrator, and Acting Administrator or a deputy of the

Administrator shall, before entering on the duties of his office,

make and subscribe an oath or affirmation of allegiance in the form

in Schedule 2 and also an oath or affirmation of office in the form

in Schedule 6.

(2) An oath or affirmation under this section shall be made before the

Governor-General, a Judge of the Supreme Court of the Northern

Territory of Australia or a person authorized by the

Governor-General to administer the oath or affirmation.
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In this Part:

+/!'&" (*)#0- *$ .%# #,,&.*,0 means revenues, loans and other

moneys received by the Territory.

#,,&.*,0  /.%*,&.0 means a body corporate established for a

public purpose by or under an enactment, being an authority that is

empowered by enactment to borrow moneys.

!! +@0871 9;:3B>

(1) The public moneys of the Territory shall be available to defray the

expenditure of the Territory.

(2) The receipt, expenditure and control of public moneys of the

Territory shall be regulated as provided by enactment.

!" .7?62=/A/8> ;4 <@0871 9;:3B>

(1) No public moneys of the Territory shall be issued or expended

except as authorized by enactment.

(2) The public moneys of the Territory may be invested in such

manner as is provided by enactment.

!# &;==;A7:5 4=;9 ';99;:A3/8?6

The Minister for Finance may, on behalf of the Commonwealth,

out of money appropriated by the Parliament for the purpose, lend

money to the Territory or to a Territory authority on such terms

and conditions as the Minister for Finance, in writing, determines.

!$ ';99;:A3/8?6 %@27?;= )3:3=/8 9/B /@27? ,3==7?;=B /11;@:?>

It is lawful for the Auditor-General for the Commonwealth to

accept appointment as auditor under any enactment relating to the

audit of the accounts of the Territory or the audit of the accounts of
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Trade, commerce and intercourse between the Territory and the

States, whether by means of internal carriage or ocean navigation,

shall be absolutely free.

! #-:>3<3=387 80 9;89/;=@ =8 ,/ 87 4><= =/;6<

(1) The power of the Legislative Assembly conferred by section 6 in

relation to the making of laws does not extend to the making of

laws with respect to the acquisition of property otherwise than on

just terms.

(2) Subject to section 70, the acquisition of any property in the

Territory which, if the property were in a State, would be an

acquisition to which paragraph 51(xxxi) of the Constitution would

apply, shall not be made otherwise than on just terms.

! # %+?< -87-/;7371 />=2+7+<3+

(1) Subject to this section the power of the Legislative Assembly

conferred by section 6 in relation to the making of laws does not

extend to the making of laws which permit or have the effect of

permitting (whether subject to conditions or not) the form of

intentional killing of another called euthanasia (which includes

mercy killing) or the assisting of a person to terminate his or her

life.

(2) The Legislative Assembly does have power to make laws with

respect to:

(a) the withdrawal or withholding of medical or surgical

measures for prolonging the life of a patient but not so as to

permit the intentional killing of the patient; and

(b) medical treatment in the provision of palliative care to a

dying patient, but not so as to permit the intentional killing of

the patient; and
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(c) the appointment of an agent by a patient who is authorised to

make decisions about the withdrawal or withholding of

treatment; and

(d) the repealing of legal sanctions against attempted suicide.

51  Acts that bind States to bind Northern Territory

(1) Where an Act (whether or not by express provision) binds each of

the States or the Crown in right of each of the States, that Act, by

force of this subsection, binds the Territory or the Crown in right

of the Territory, unless that Act specifically provides otherwise.

(2) Nothing in subsection (1) shall be taken to affect the application of

any law of the Commonwealth in and in relation to the Territory

otherwise than as provided in that subsection.

53  Application of Workplace Relations Act 1996

(3) Until provision to the contrary is made by an Act, the powers of the

Australian Industrial Relations Commission do not extend to

employment in respect of which a tribunal established by an

enactment before 1 July 1978 has power to hear and determine

disputes, claims or matters relating to the terms and conditions of

the employment.

(4) Provision may be made by enactment for a member of the Australian

Industrial Relations Commission to constitute, or to be a member of,

a tribunal established by an enactment before 1 July 1978, and

nothing in this section or the Workplace Relations Act 1996 prevents

a member of the Commission from accepting appointment or

performing duties as, or as a member of, such a tribunal.

(5) The power of the Legislative Assembly conferred by section 6 in

relation to the making of laws does not extend to the making of a

law conferring on any court, tribunal, board, body, person or other

authority any power in relation to the hearing and determining of

disputes, claims or matters relating to terms and conditions of

employment.

(6) Subsection (5) does not prevent the making of:

(a) a law conferring the power to make determinations by way of

the ascertainment of rights or obligations conferred or

imposed on persons by law; or
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(b) a law conferring power on the Public Service Commissioner

of the Territory, on a body established by enactment, or on

the holder of an office established by enactment, to make

determinations by way of the fixing of terms and conditions

of employment of persons employed in the Public Service of

the Territory or employed by that body or by the holder of

that office, as the case may be.

(7) A determination mentioned in paragraph 6(b) is taken to be a law

of the Territory within the meaning of section 17 of the Workplace

Relations Act 1996.

! #38+4 63 )32,+4 /74.5*.)6.32 32 $+172+4'6.32 %4.(72'0 .2

4+0'6.32 63 1+1(+45 +6)

(1) Provision may be made by enactment to confer on the

Remuneration Tribunal established by the Remuneration Tribunal

Act 1973 the function of inquiring into, and reporting on or

determining, remuneration and allowances to be paid, and other

entitlements to be granted, to persons in respect of their services as

members of the Legislative Assembly, members of the Executive

Council and Ministers of the Territory.

(2) Nothing in subsection (1) shall be taken to limit the power to make

other provision by enactment for and in relation to remuneration,

allowances and other entitlements referred to in that subsection.

!! $+-70'6.325

The Governor-General may make regulations, not inconsistent with

this Act, prescribing all matters required or permitted by this Act to

be prescribed, or necessary or convenient to be prescribed for

carrying out or giving effect to this Act.
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In this Part, unless the contrary intention appears:

commencing date means 1 July 1978.

existing Legislative Assembly means the Legislative Assembly

established by section 4 of the previous Act.

instrument includes rules, regulations or by-laws.

interest includes any right, title, estate, power, privilege, claim,

demand, charge, lien or encumbrance, whether at law or in equity.

Ordinance means an Ordinance made under the previous Act.

previous Act means the Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1910.

! ".-2+-3'-() .* ,'51

(1) Subject to this Act, on and after the commencing date, all existing

laws of the Territory have the same operation as they would have

had if this Act had not been enacted, subject to alteration or repeal

by or under enactment.

(2) Where any existing law of the Territory, the operation of which is

preserved by this section, is a law of the State of South Australia,

any power or function which by that law is vested in the Governor

of the State of South Australia, in the Governor of that State with

the advice of his Executive Council or in any authority of that State

shall, in relation to the Territory, be vested in and exercised or

performed by the Administrator, the Administrator acting with the

advice of the Council or the authority exercising similar powers

and functions in the Territory, as the case may be, or as the

Administrator directs.

(3) In this section, existing law of the Territory means:

(a) any law in force in the Territory immediately before the

commencing date, other than an Act or an instrument (not
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In this Part, unless the contrary intention appears:

commencing date means 1 July 1978.

existing Legislative Assembly means the Legislative Assembly

established by section 4 of the previous Act.

instrument includes rules, regulations or by-laws.

interest includes any right, title, estate, power, privilege, claim,

demand, charge, lien or encumbrance, whether at law or in equity.

Ordinance means an Ordinance made under the previous Act.

previous Act means the Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1910.

! ".-2+-3'-() .* ,'51

(1) Subject to this Act, on and after the commencing date, all existing

laws of the Territory have the same operation as they would have

had if this Act had not been enacted, subject to alteration or repeal

by or under enactment.

(2) Where any existing law of the Territory, the operation of which is

preserved by this section, is a law of the State of South Australia,

any power or function which by that law is vested in the Governor

of the State of South Australia, in the Governor of that State with

the advice of his Executive Council or in any authority of that State

shall, in relation to the Territory, be vested in and exercised or

performed by the Administrator, the Administrator acting with the

advice of the Council or the authority exercising similar powers

and functions in the Territory, as the case may be, or as the

Administrator directs.

(3) In this section, existing law of the Territory means:

(a) any law in force in the Territory immediately before the

commencing date, other than an Act or an instrument (not
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being an Ordinance or an instrument made under an

Ordinance) made under an Act; or

(b) an Ordinance, or an instrument under an Ordinance, in force

immediately before the commencing date or made and

assented to before that date but not in force before that date.

58  Administrator etc. to continue in office

(1) Where, immediately before the commencing date, a person holds

office by virtue of a provision of the previous Act as the

Administrator, an Acting Administrator or a deputy Administrator,

he continues on and after that date, but subject to this Act, to hold

office for the remainder of his term of office as if he had been

appointed under the corresponding provision of this Act, and any

instrument by which his appointment was made continues in force

accordingly.

(2) Section 42 does not apply for the purposes of the continuance in

office of a person by virtue of subsection (1) of this section.

59  Legislative Assembly etc. to continue

(1) Notwithstanding the repeal of the previous Act, but subject to this

Act, until the day of the first general election of members of the

Legislative Assembly after the commencing date:

(a) the existing Legislative Assembly continues in existence and

shall, for the purposes of this Act, be deemed to be the

Legislative Assembly referred to in section 13;

(b) the members of the existing Legislative Assembly holding

office immediately before the commencing date continue to

hold office; and

(c) the Speaker holding office immediately before the

commencing date continues to hold office.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection 17(2) of this Act and the repeal of the

previous Act, until the day of the first general election of members

of the Legislative Assembly after the commencing date,

subsections 4G(2) and (3) of the previous Act shall be deemed to

continue in force in relation to the existing Legislative Assembly.

(3) Notwithstanding the repeal of the previous Act, the standing rules

and orders of the existing Legislative Assembly in force
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immediately before the commencing date continue in force, but

may be altered or repealed in accordance with this Act.

(4) Until provision is made by enactment for the purposes of

subsection 13(2), the Legislative Assembly consists of 19

members.

(5) Subsection 13(6) does not apply for the purposes of the

continuance in office of a member of the existing Legislative

Assembly by virtue of subsection (1) of this section.

60  Functions performed by Legislative Assembly and Executive

Council

An act done or decision made by, on behalf of, or in the name of,

the existing Legislative Assembly or the Executive Council under

the previous Act before the commencing date has effect on and

after that date as if it had been done or made by, on behalf of, or in

the name of, the Legislative Assembly or the Executive Council

under this Act.

61  Functions performed by specified persons

An act done or decision made by, on behalf of, or in the name of, a

person under a provision of the previous Act before the

commencing date has effect on and after that date as if it had been

done or made by, on behalf of, or in the name of, the appropriate

person under the corresponding provision of this Act.

63  Sessions of Legislative Assembly

Until provision is made by enactment for the purposes of

subsection 22(2), the number of members of the Legislative

Assembly required for the purposes of that subsection is 10.

64  Quorum

Until provision is made by enactment for the purposes of

section 23, the number of members of the Legislative Assembly

required for the purposes of that section is 10.
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Notwithstanding the repeal of the previous Act, until a person

receives remuneration, allowances and other entitlements in

accordance with an enactment, he shall receive in respect of his

services as a member of the Legislative Assembly, a member of the

Council or a Minister of the Territory, as the case may be,

remuneration, allowances and other entitlements in accordance

with the relevant determination by the Remuneration Tribunal in

force immediately before the commencing date, and paragraph

21(2)(e) does not apply in relation to remuneration, allowances and

other entitlements so received.

  #4*/2'2)+5 1'*+ (76 236 '55+26+* 63 (+,34+ )311+2)/2- *'6+

(1) An Ordinance made by the existing Legislative Assembly before

the commencing date but not assented to before that date (other

than an Ordinance to which subsection (2) applies) shall, for the

purposes of this Act, be deemed to be a proposed law passed by the

Legislative Assembly under this Act.

(2) Where, before the commencing date, the Administrator had, in

accordance with section 4V or 4W of the previous Act, reserved an

3I=BE:E<> ?FI KA> .FM>IEFI".>E>I:CQJ GC>:JLI> :E= KA>

Governor-General had not made a declaration under subsection 4X(1)

of that Act in relation to the Ordinance, the Ordinance shall, for the

purposes of this Act, be deemed to be a proposed law passed by the

Legislative Assembly under this Act and to have been reserved for the

.FM>IEFI".>E>I:CQJ GC>:JLI> BE :<<FI=:E<> NBKA J><KBFE ) F? KABJ ,<K#
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In any law of the Commonwealth or of the Territory or any instrument

having effect under such a law (including a law or instrument that

came into operation before the commencing date), except so far as the

context otherwise requires:

(a) a reference, however expressed, to the Legislative Assembly

for the Territory shall be read as a reference to the

Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory of Australia;

(b) a reference, however expressed, to an Ordinance shall be

read as including a reference to an enactment;
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(c) a reference, however expressed, to the Executive Council

established by the previous Act shall be read as including a

reference to the Executive Council of the Northern Territory

of Australia; and

(d) a reference, however expressed, to a person holding office

under a provision of the previous Act shall be read as

including a reference to a person holding office under the

corresponding provision of this Act.

68  Certain provisions of previous Act to continue to operate

Notwithstanding the repeal of the previous Act, the provisions of

sections 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 19, 19A and 20 of the previous Act

continue to have effect, by virtue of this Act and except so far as they

are inconsistent with a provision of this Act, as if that Act had not

been repealed.

69  Transfers of property etc.

(1) In this section:

#!$ ' " means a naturally occurring substance or mixture of

substances, whether in a solid, liquid or gaseous state.

& '(%$ " &'%& ')* does not include:

(a) money;

(b) things in action (other than rights in relation to inventions,

trade marks or designs); or

(c) leasehold interests in land.

(2) All interests of the Commonwealth in land in the Territory, other

than interests referred to in subsection (5), are, by force of this

section, vested in the Territory on the commencing date.

(3) All interests in land in the Territory held from the Commonwealth

immediately before the commencing date are, by force of this

section, held from the Territory on and after that date on the same

terms and conditions as those on which they were held from the

Commonwealth.

(4) All interests of the Commonwealth in respect of minerals in the

Territory (other than prescribed substances within the meaning of

the Atomic Energy Act 1953 and the regulations made under that
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Act and in force immediately before the commencing date) are, by

force of this section, vested in the Territory on that date.

(5) On, or as soon as practicable after, the date when a matter is

specified under section 35, the Minister shall transfer or cause to be

transferred to the Territory:

(a) all interests held by the Commonwealth immediately before

that date in land in the Territory, being:

(i) interests under easements, rights of way or mortgages;

or

(ii) interests as lessee or sub-lessee; and

(b) all personal property held by the Commonwealth

immediately before that date;

being interests and property that, in the opinion of the Minister,

were so held for the purposes of the Commonwealth in connexion

with that matter.

(6) Where an interest is transferred to the Territory under

paragraph (5)(a), being an interest derived from a contract, the

Territory is, by force of this section, substituted for the

Commonwealth as a party to the contract.

(7) The Commonwealth is not liable to pay to the Territory any duties,

fees or other charges in respect of anything done under subsection (5).

70  Acquisition of certain land etc.

(1) The Minister may, from time to time, recommend to the

Governor-General that any interest in land vested or to be vested in

the Territory by subsection 69(2) (including an interest less than, or

subsidiary to, such an interest) be acquired from the Territory by

the Commonwealth under this section.

(2) The Governor-General may, on the recommendation of the

Minister under subsection (1), authorize the acquisition of the

interest for a public purpose approved by the Governor-General.

(3) The Minister may cause to be published in the Gazette notice of the

authorization by the Governor-General and, in the notice, declare

that the interest is acquired under this section for the public

purpose approved by the Governor-General.
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(4) Upon publication of the notice in the Gazette or immediately after

the commencement of section 69, whichever is the later, the

interest to which the notice relates is, by force of this section:

(a) vested in the Commonwealth; and

(b) freed and discharged from any restriction, dedication or

reservation made by or under any enactment (not being an

interest to which subsection (6) applies);

to the intent that the legal estate in the interest, and all rights and

powers incident to that estate or conferred by the Lands Acquisition

Act 1989 in relation to that estate, are vested in the

Commonwealth.

(5) An interest that may be acquired under this section may be an

interest that did not previously exist as such.

(6) Upon the acquisition of an interest by the Commonwealth under

this section, all interests that were held from the Territory

immediately before the acquisition, being interests derived from

the first-mentioned interest, are, by force of this section, held from

the Commonwealth on the same terms and conditions as those on

which they were held from the Territory.

(7) The Secretary to the Department shall lodge with the registrar of

titles of the Territory a copy of a notice published under this

section, certified by writing signed by the Secretary.

(8) Upon the lodgment of a copy of a notice in accordance with

subsection (7), the registrar of titles shall register the acquisition to

which the notice relates in the manner as nearly as may be in which

dealings with land are registered, and shall deal with and give

effect to the copy of the notice as if it were a grant, conveyance,

memorandum or instrument of transfer of the land or interest, as

the case may be, to the Commonwealth duly executed under the

laws in force in the Territory.

(9) The Commonwealth is not liable to pay to the Territory:

(a) any compensation in respect of an acquisition made under

this section; or

(b) any duties, fees or other charges in respect of anything done

under subsection (7) or (8).

(10) A notice shall not be published under this section after the

expiration of one year after the commencing date.
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(11) Where subsection (4) has effect in relation to an interest in land,

that subsection has the like effect in relation to any interest vested

in the Territory by subsection 69(4) in respect of minerals in or on

that land.

(12) This section has effect despite anything contained in the Lands

Acquisition Act 1989.

! "1042'(43

(1) The regulations may make provision for and in relation to:

(a) the substitution of the Territory for the Commonwealth as a

party to a prescribed contract or a contract included in a class

of prescribed contracts; and

(b) matters arising from, connected with or consequential upon

any such substitution.

(2) In subsection (1), '(#)!($ #" !&%*( !* means a contract:

(a) which was subsisting immediately before the commencing date

or was entered into on or after that date and before the date of

commencement of the Northern Territory (Self-Government)

Amendment Act 1982;

(b) to which the Commonwealth is a party; and

(c) which relates to a matter specified under section 35;

other than a contract referred to in subsection 69(6).

! "1//105*'.4, 41 -0)*/0-+6 %*22-4126

(1) The Commonwealth shall indemnify the Territory, and keep the

Territory indemnified, against any action, claim or demand brought

or made against the Territory in respect of any act done or omitted

to be done by or on behalf of the Commonwealth, being an action,

claim or demand that, but for the operation of this Act, could be

brought or made against the Commonwealth.

(2) The indemnification under subsection (1) extends to damages,

expenses and costs arising from, connected with or consequential

upon an action, claim or demand referred to in that subsection.



128

Part VII Transitional provisions

Section 73

34            Northern Territory (Self-Government) Act 1978

73  Validity of Ordinances

For the avoidance of doubt, it is hereby declared that an Ordinance

made by the existing Legislative Assembly under the previous Act

(including an Ordinance that was not assented to before the

commencing date) is as valid as if it had been passed by the

Legislative Assembly under this Act.

74  Agency arrangements

The Minister may arrange with the Administrator for the Territory

to perform functions on behalf of the Commonwealth or for the

Commonwealth to perform functions on behalf of the Territory.

75  Regulations

(1) With the consent of the Administrator for the Territory acting with

the advice of the Council, the regulations may make provision

(including provision by way of modifications and adaptations of

any Act) for and in relation to any matter arising from,

consequential upon or otherwise connected with the establishment

of the Territory as a body politic under the Crown.

(2) The power to make regulations under subsection (1) extends to the

making of regulations expressed to take effect on and from a date

earlier than the date of the making of the regulations, not being a

date earlier than the commencing date.

(3) Regulations shall not be made under this section after 30 June 1979.



129

Acts repealed Schedule 1

Northern Territory (Self-Government) Act 1978                   35

!#&%$,'% - #+* )%(%"'%$
Section 3

Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1910

Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1926

Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1931

Northern Territory (Administration) Act (No. 2) 1931

Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1933

Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1939

Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1940

Northern Territory (Administration) Act (No. 2) 1940

Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1947

Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1949

Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1952

Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1953

Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1955

Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1956

Northern Territory (Administration) Act (No. 2) 1956

Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1959

Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1961

Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1962

Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1965

Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1968

Northern Territory (Administration) Act (No. 2) 1968

Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1969

Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1972

Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1973

Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1974

Northern Territory (Administration) Amendment Act 1976
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Subsections 13(6) and 42(1)

OATH

I, A.B., do swear that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, Her heirs and successors according

to law: So help me God!

AFFIRMATION

I, A.B., do solemnly and sincerely affirm and declare that I will be

faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth,

Her heirs and successors according to law.
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 !$#"&%#
Subsection 13(6)

OATH

I, A.B., do swear that I will render true and faithful service as a

member of the Legislative Assembly for the Northern Territory of

Australia: So help me God!

AFFIRMATION

I, A.B., do solemnly and sincerely promise and declare that I will

render true and faithful service as a member of the Legislative

Assembly for the Northern Territory of Australia.
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Subsection 38(1)

OATH

I, A.B., do swear that, except as may be required by law, I will not

divulge any information (including the contents of any document)

of which I have become aware by reason of my membership of the

Executive Council of the Northern Territory of Australia: So help

me God!

AFFIRMATION

I, A.B., do solemnly and sincerely promise and declare that, except

as may be required by law, I will not divulge any information

(including the contents of any document) of which I have become

aware by reason of my membership of the Executive Council of

the Northern Territory of Australia.
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 !$#"&%#
Subsection 38(2)

OATH

I, A.B., do swear that, except in the course of my duties or as may

be required by law, I will not divulge any information (including

the contents of any document) of which I have become aware by

reason of my holding Ministerial office: So help me God!

AFFIRMATION

I, A.B., do solemnly and sincerely promise and declare that, except

in the course of my duties or as may be required by law, I will not

divulge any information (including the contents of any document)

of which I have become aware by reason of my holding Ministerial

office.
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Subsection 42(1)

OATH

I, A.B., do swear that I will well and truly serve our Sovereign

Lady the Queen in the office of Administrator (or Acting

Administrator, or Deputy Administrator) of the Northern Territory

of Australia, and that I will do right to all manner of people

according to law, without fear or favour, affection or ill-will: So

help me God!

AFFIRMATION

I, A.B., do solemnly and sincerely promise and declare that I will

well and truly serve our Sovereign Lady the Queen in the office of

Administrator (or Acting Administrator, or Deputy Administrator)

of the Northern Territory of Australia, and that I will do right to all

manner of people according to law, without fear or favour,

affection or ill-will.
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Notes to the Northern Territory (Self-Government)
Act 1978

Note 1

The Northern Territory (Self-Government) Act 1978 as shown in this

compilation comprises Act No. 58, 1978 amended as indicated in the Tables

below.

The Northern Territory (Self-Government) Act 1978 was amended by the

Workplace Relations Amendment (Work Choices) (Consequential Amendments)

Regulations 2006 (No. 1) (SLI 2006 No. 50). The amendments are incorporated

in this compilation.

1C84>5=8J3;8 Northern Territory Supreme Court Act 1961 was repealed by

the Northern Territory Supreme Court (Repeal) Act 1979 (No. 85, 1979).

All relevant information pertaining to application, saving or transitional

provisions prior to 27 March 1997 is not included in this consolidation. For

subsequent information see Table A.

Table of Acts

Act Number
and year

Date
of Assent

Date of
commencement

Application,
saving or
transitional
provisions

Northern Territory
(Self-Government) Act
1978

58, 1978 22 June 1978 Ss. 1, 2 and 70:
Royal Assent
Remainder: 1 July
1978

Northern Territory
(Self-Government)
Amendment Act 1982

130, 1982 14 Dec 1982 S. 11: 22 June
1978
Remainder: Royal
Assent

M

Australian Government
Solicitor (Consequential
Amendments) Act 1984

10, 1984 10 Apr 1984 S. 3: 1 July 1984
(see Gazette
1984, No. S231)
(a)

S. 4(1)

Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Self-Determination
(Consequential
Amendments) Act 1984

46, 1984 25 June 1984 Part VII (ss.
%%L%) - ) .EF
1984
Remainder: Royal
Assent

M

Christmas Island
Administration
(Miscellaneous
Amendments) Act 1984

$%#! $,+' $+ 3:H $,+' 6G" %*L&$- $ 3:H
1984
Remainder: Royal
Assent

M
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Act Number
and year

Date
of Assent

Date of
commencement

Application,
saving or
transitional
provisions

Statute Law (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act (No. 1)
1985

65, 1985 5 June 1985 S. 3: 3 July 1985
(b)

N

Statute Law (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act (No. 1)
1986

76, 1986 24 June 1986 S. 3: Royal
Assent (c)

S. 9

Industrial Relations
(Consequential
Provisions) Act 1988

87, 1988 8 Nov 1988 Ss. 1 and 2:
Royal Assent
Remainder: 1 Mar
1989 (see s. 2(2)
and Gazette
1989, No. S53)

N

Lands Acquisition (Repeal
and Consequential
Provisions) Act 1989

21, 1989 20 Apr 1989 9 June 1989 (see
s. 2 and Gazette
1989, No. S185)

N

Arts, Sport, Environment,
Tourism and Territories
Legislation Amendment
Act 1991

33, 1991 21 Mar 1991 (d) S. 5

Statute Law Revision Act
1996

43, 1996 25 Oct 1996 Schedule 4
(item 113): Royal
Assent (e)

N

Workplace Relations and
Other Legislation
Amendment Act 1996

60, 1996 25 Nov 1996 Schedule 19
(item 34): Royal
Assent (f)

S. 2(2), (6)
(am. by 77,
1996, Sch. 3
[items 1, 2])

as amended by

Workplace Relations

and Other Legislation

Amendment Act (No. 2)

1996

77, 1996 19 Dec 1996 Schedule 3
(items 1, 2): (g)

N

Euthanasia Laws Act 1997 17, 1997 27 Mar 1997 27 Mar 1997 Sch. 1
(item 2) [see
Table A]

Judiciary Amendment Act
1999

*! $,,, &$ 19G;@ $,,, 5;@=<JB=H $M&
(items 28, 29): 1
Sept 1999 (see
Gazette 1999, No.
S395)
Remainder: Royal
Assent

N

Criminal Code Amendment
(Theft, Fraud, Bribery and
Related Offences) Act
2000

$&*! %### %' 2EK %### 5H" $M& 9D<
Schedule 1
(items 1, 4, 6, 7,
,M$$! &% - 4EL9B
Assent
Remainder:
24 May 2001

Sch. 2
(items 418,
419) [see
Table A]
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(a) The Northern Territory (Self-Government) Act 1978 was amended by section 3 only of the
Australian Government Solicitor (Consequential Amendments) Act 1984, subsection 2(1) of
which provides as follows:

(1) Subject to subsection (2), this Act shall come into operation, or shall be deemed to

have come into operation, as the case requires, on the day on which section 7 of
the Judiciary Amendment Act (No. 2) 1984 comes into operation.

(b) The Northern Territory (Self-Government) Act 1978 was amended by section 3 only of the
Statute Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act (No. 1) 1985, subsection 2(1) of which provides
as follows:

(1) Subject to this section, this Act shall come into operation on the twenty-eighth day
after the day on which it receives the Royal Assent.

(c) The Northern Territory (Self-Government) Act 1978 was amended by section 3 only of the
Statute Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act (No. 1) 1986, subsection 2(1) of which provides
as follows:

(1) Subject to this section, this Act shall come into operation on the day on which it

receives the Royal Assent.

(d) The Northern Territory (Self-Government) Act 1978 was amended by section 3 only of the
Arts, Sport, Environment, Tourism and Territories Legislation Amendment Act 1991,
subsection 2(2) of which provides as follows:

(2) Section 5, the amendment of section 3 of the Australian Capital Territory

(Self-Government) Act 1988 made by this Act and the repeal of sections 61, 62 and
63 of the Australian Capital Territory (Self-Government) Act 1988 and sections 47,
47A, 47B and 47C of the Northern Territory (Self-Government) Act 1978 effected by

this Act commence on 1 July 1991.

(e) The Northern Territory (Self-Government) Act 1978 was amended by Schedule 4 (item 113)
only of the Statute Law Revision Act 1996, subsection 2(1) of which provides as follows:

(1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), this Act commences on the day on which it
receives the Royal Assent.

(f) The Northern Territory (Self-Government) Act 1978 was amended by Schedule 19 (item 34)
only of the Workplace Relations and Other Legislation Amendment Act 1996, subsection 2(1)
of which provides as follows:

(1) Subject to this section, this Act commences on the day on which it receives the

Royal Assent.

(g) The Workplace Relations and Other Legislation Amendment Act 1996 was amended by
Schedule 3 (items 1 and 2) only of the Workplace Relations and Other Legislation
Amendment Act (No. 2) 1996, subsection 2(4) of which provides as follows:

(4) The items of Schedule 3 are taken to have commenced immediately after the

Workplace Relations and Other Legislation Amendment Act 1996 received the
Royal Assent.

The Workplace Relations and Other Legislation Amendment Act 1996 received the Royal
Assent on 25 November 1996.
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Table of Amendments

ad. = added or inserted     am. = amended     rep. = repealed     rs. = repealed and substituted

Provision affected How affected

Part III

Division 1

Ss. 7, 8........................................ am. No. 130, 1982

S. 11............................................ am. No. 130, 1982

Division 2

S. 14............................................ am. Nos. 46 and 120, 1984

S. 19............................................ am. No. 130, 1982

S. 20............................................ am. No. 65, 1985

S. 21............................................ am. No. 130, 1982; No. 65, 1985

Part IV

S. 39............................................ rep. No. 65, 1985

S. 40............................................ am. No. 130, 1982

Part V

S. 46............................................ rs. No. 76, 1986

S. 47............................................ am. No. 130, 1982
rs. No. 76, 1986
rep. No. 33, 1991

4D %(-I%(................................ ad. No. 76, 1986
rep. No. 33, 1991

Part VI

S. 50A ......................................... ad. No. 17, 1997

S. 52............................................ rep. No. 137, 2000

Heading to s. 53 ......................... am. No. 60, 1996

S. 53............................................ rs. No. 87, 1988
am. No. 60, 1996; SLI 2006 No. 50

S. 54............................................ am. No. 43, 1996

Part VII

S. 62............................................ rep. No. 130, 1982

S. 70............................................ am. No. 130, 1982; No. 10, 1984; No. 21, 1989; No. 7, 1999

S. 71............................................ am. No. 130, 1982
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Table A

Application, saving or transitional provisions

Euthanasia Laws Act 1997 (No. 17, 1997)

Schedule 1

2  Application

For the avoidance of doubt, the enactment of the Legislative Assembly

called the Rights of the Terminally Ill Act 1995 has no force or effect as

a law of the Territory, except as regards the lawfulness or validity of

anything done in accordance therewith prior to the commencement of

this Act.

Criminal Code Amendment (Theft, Fraud, Bribery and Related Offences) Act

2000 (No. 137, 2000)

Schedule 2

#!$ '6(3708043(1;56, *422,3*,2,38 4--,3*,7

(1) Despite the amendment or repeal of a provision by this Schedule, that

provision continues to apply, after the commencement of this item, in

relation to:

(a) an offence committed before the commencement of this item;

or

(b) proceedings for an offence alleged to have been committed

before the commencement of this item; or

(c) any matter connected with, or arising out of, such

proceedings;

as if the amendment or repeal had not been made.

(2) Subitem (1) does not limit the operation of section 8 of the Acts

Interpretation Act 1901.



140

Notes to the Northern Territory (Self-Government) Act 1978

Table A

Northern Territory (Self-Government) Act 1978                   47

! " #-$*.'/'+*$(0,-& %+))&*%&)&*/ *+/'%&.

%,#

' ' 463:/7/32 /2 ,36)+ /11+*/'8+0< (+,36+ 8.+ )311+2)+1+28

3, 8./7 /8+1 6+59/6+* 8.'8 ' 238/)+ 7+8 398 8.+ +,,+)8 3, 32+ 36

136+ 38.+6 463:/7/327$ '2*

( '2< 36 '00 3, 8.37+ 38.+6 463:/7/327 '6+ 6+4+'0+* (< 8./7

&).+*90+$ '2*

) 8.+ ,/678!1+28/32+* 463:/7/32 /7 '1+2*+* (< 8./7 &).+*90+$

8.+ '1+2*1+28 3, 8.+ ,/678!1+28/32+* 463:/7/32 (< 8./7 &).+*90+ *3+7

238 ',,+)8 8.+ :'0/*/8< 3, 79). ' 238/)+ 8.'8 ;'7 -/:+2 (+,36+ 8.+

)311+2)+1+28 3, 8./7 /8+1"



141

ANNEXURE 3

A Draft Northern Territory 
Constitution based on provisions 

contained in the existing Northern 
Territory (Self-Government) Act 1978


